SOLDIERS    OF    THE    PEN

pendence of 1848. The most remarkable Polish
literary figure of all was Kraszewski, who must
have been the most prolific writer of all time, for
he produced no fewer than 600 odd volumes,
including many historical and modern novels,
essays, reminiscences, etc. The Hungarian author
Mauritius J6kai was in the matter of output a
dwarf as compared with him, while Edgar Wallace,
the greatest literary mass producer of our own
age, was only a bad second, especially when it is
remembered that books in those days were not
produced so easily and efficiently as to-day, nor
was the reading public anything like so extensive.

To mention a few less distinguished names of
the Polish literary revival round the 1830*8, there
were the minor poets BaliAski, Anczyc, Faleiiski,
Sowiiiski, Brzozowski, Norwid, etc. And all these
poets and writers preached a fervent nationalism
and the ideal of freedom, laying the foundations
of the revolutionary movement of 1863. When
that movement had been crushed, Polish litera-
ture, which until then was mainly dominated by
romanticism, assumed a realistic and practical
tendency. This period produced no outstanding
Polish poet. The transition from romanticism to
realism under an era of intensified oppression was
difficult. In the iSyo's, however, there arose a
great poet in Adam Asnyk, who represented the
transition to a neo-romanticism and raised the
literature of his generation to a high level.

The period extending from the late nineteenth
to  the  early twentieth  century produced some
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